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Character of the jueriecn Trade Unions - 
Under the Rocseveit “Nev Deal* and 
the Truman "Faly Dea ll", 


The evolution of trade unionism frai incependcnt nase moverents leading tovard a 
revolutionary solution of the crisis Of czpitelia: is .t an end. Today the trace 

union moversnt ie an orgtn of the capitcliet state ap, aratus, as part of the trend 
to state Capitelisn in the U.S. as 

The present function of the trace unions was reached beginning with the Roosevelt 

New Deal, Heavy industry, including the banks, connected with heavy industry, cue 
to the lattore permanent demand for new capital, created an ever widening scissors 
between it and the licht-poods industrialists and nerchante, unable to resist the 

domination ofthe banks with heavy industry were further weakened by the then cure 
rent depression, and the mss lay-offs of voarkers in heavy industry. These rase. 

lay~offs mined the retail market. 

‘Taking advantace of the unpopularity of the Hoover administration, the licht-rooca 
industrialists supported Roosevelt and the New Deal. ‘while the New Deal secnec to 
support measures oxclusively directed acainst the banks ond heavy industry, it . 
déa not moan thet the Now Deal was abolishing capitalism cradually, mMt.on the. cone 
trery,-entering the phase of State Capitalist intervention in the sconomy to bol- 
ster production, and te bring about creater parity within the ruling class. The™ 
result, licht cools industry and the merchants were faced. with a power, creater 
than heavy industry anil the banks, a power pertly of its own creation, the States 
Its ow state, to be sure, mt a state that mt an enc to "Liberel," free entor= 
prise" capitalisn. 78 
The New Deal lirht industrialists in order to stave off the destruction of ths 
fetail market because of uneiploynent in heavy industry, supported the Comittee 
for Industrial drcanizations of the C.1eQ. lead by John Le Lewis st the tine. The 
Orreniza&ion of the unorcanized was prinerily cirectec acainst heavy industry 
autombile, steel, 241, coal and chenic.1, Even if the C.1.0..orcanizes. light ine. 
dustries, the licht industrialists -re secure in the kna-lecre that th retail nare 
ket will not disaprear. Thus, the C.1.0. was and is on orrenisen of the State in 
its drive to boister a tottering eccncryy, and to prevent the copitalist class. from 
Sev suring itself, as Vell. ae to channelize the workers away from revolutions ; 
The Fel. on the other hond represents the "Goncers” period of business unionisn, 
dasinnted by er ft industry and craft orecnization. The type of unionisi. accercted. 
by the U.8 capitalists class in the pericd of the ascendency of o;: italisiu, the 
perict, isore or less, of “free enterprises" : — 
Toda, however, with secondary differences, the rrinery relation of the AeFele amt: 
the CoIe0. to the U.S. canitalist covernuent is thet of instruments to execute the 
comaanis of that covermment. The .ePele and C.1.0. are not merely the labor Lieu} 
tenants of capitalism, They sre not merely channelizers of workers revolt int» the 
currents of reformisne They are a lebor front in the totaliterion develcpuent of 
werican Imperialism. : ps tS £.% 

Under the Trusen "Fair Deal," the C.1.0. and ..Fele, carry out the orders of the 
HoS- covermient t> propacandize for the dominction of Europe and the world by. incrix 
can Imperialism through the lersh2ll ¢len. They carry cut the orders to become 
bastions of anti-communism, They corry out the onters to support the now step in 
the preparation of war betwveon tho wmerican Lipericlist bloc ant Russien Inmporielism, 
ths L.tlantic ract. They seck ways onc means to bolster onpitalist production, Try 
sere in tine of war the nilitery interests as reli -s socisl, of the U.S. cavitcl- 
fat States : 
therefore these oreenizations «re not prolctarien in the militant and revolutionary 
sensé, The revolutionary can only reemiit indivicuai workers, tuside these unions 
at present, to the procram of revolutionary cocaminism, in the manner tacu he weuld 
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in "unorpenized industries," The wining of recruits to the prorranm of revclu» 
tionary cormunism will accomplish the purpose of building the Preanework for a 
revolutionary certy whose task will be the leadership ant cuidance of workers in 
the construction of unions with revolution-ry instead of counter-revolutioncry 
£0R1LS. 

This means, therefore that the serejective cf reform of the reactionary C.1.0. anc 
weFel. is exclucec, becmise in view of the fact they arc orranisms for the sup— 
pression of the workine class in the veriod, at oresent, of the State Capitalist 
intervention into. the scon-uy, reform of theo C.1.0. ac 4.FeL opens up the fatal 
fllusion of the :ossibility of reforming the cacitalist state itself. 

Yo matter hov revolutionary sounding they uscv be, those political tendencies 
(Trotskyism, Stalinisu, Social-Demoeracy) thet collaborate in any remer, shape, 
or forms, (such as holding functionsries posts ete.), with the oF yLe amd C.1e0s 
bureaucracy, only strencthen Gapitalisn ona its state. | 

The only plstforiu -the -t offers the key to the problen is the platform of revolution- 
ary ‘comzunism;~ 


ae 


Where ‘We Stand 


IeOur conception of the Vara and the society proper to it & that of Marx's scion= 
tific Socielism 

2efor the reconstitution of a Revolutionary Internationel arainst the Internation~» 
als of betrayal (Soci al Derweracy, Stalinisi, Trotskyism) ; 

Se cainst collaboration: ‘4th the bourccois and pseudo-proletarian parties which 
uphold the frilse and deceitful banner of "true democracy." Therefore we oppose 
the "united frent" which is a front opposec tc the working class. 

see denounce as counter-revolutionary, every novere nt which, with an eye to 

asier aritation and elector=l sutecoss views parlianuent: ry decisions as usefule. 

Mee electoral esnpricns we'tentinue the scitation for the genero]l historic ains 
of the working class, ‘We do not toke the lenst responsibility for the pseud:om ; 
proletarian parties (Stalinist, Sccislist, Trotekyite or labor ite}. 
5=The t#ade unions of the Cel.Qs and .2Fele, Redlroad Brothérhoods on * Inde pend» ” 
ent Unions, are part of the lerel abvarctus of the Capitalist State. . Working 
class unity will be schievec on the basis of the pletforn ‘of ‘the party of the re~ 
volution, and, tnder its lescership, within those Orchn Lens y ereatec in the re~ 
vival of the proletsrian class struccle. 

6e«The. farmworkers are the: class-brothers of the Industrial workers and mst be 
woan-to a position of: class-solidarity. 

73YL so-called movements of colonial independence heave an ‘Tnper ie List base. 

There does not exist for the coloni-«1 anc seri-colonial creas, any loncer, tho 
problem of a bourceocis revolution. ‘The only wad sis orcleterian revolution. 

8-The proletariat rmst work for the cefe t of its owm bourceosic end ite satell~ 
itcs in the -dvanced industrial sectors of world caritclism, as well as for the 
defeat of its own bourreosie and satellites in the ccolonirl ane BeL.4~ colonisl arceas 
of worl. capitalism, in tiue of wor. 

9~The defe - t of the bourceceis, on a world. sccle, accomplished throurh the civil 
wars Of the proletorict, uncer the cuicance and leadership of the Revolutionearr 

temational rarty, will be the berinning of the Sochlist Reorranization of So~ 

cicty under the Dictstorshiy of the rreleterict. | 

10-The Dictatorship of the rrolet-rist, will serve as the transition tc the classe 
legs society of Sociolism, where the State will conse to exiet, am Governmert end 
Rorvarny, the history of the past.,. . 

ik«The Dietatorshin of the rroletarist is not te be understood as a defense of the 
Soviet Union; On thse contrary, the Dictatorship of the Froleteriat will artee 

in Ruésia, which is now on Inpericlist St-.te, throurh sccialist revolution. 

Dod 
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Qrranization end Cormmnist Discipline 
rreiises cf the ) er odie 


piomatoe rein: Say uarame ah 


The problems inherent to the internal life of revolutionary parties present great 
actual interest, due to the recent and important discussion in the Russian Corr 
runist Fartys Jiso, because, sprouting oud anow, throughout ali the wrong com 
tunist polemics, is the ideolory of other movements claiming heremony of the pro- 
letariat, ‘they are the source throughout, of ald the issues of disecreerent in 
the intcrnal debates and the root of specific crises of our cormamist international 
orpan tization. 

In ceneral the question is posed in an erroneous manner because of the following 
criteria: mechanical dependence on a type of centralization vs, the demotrati« 
majority. On the contrary, the question must be posed according to the dialectic 
and historic method, For we Marxists, a “rrinciple," that is either centralization 
or democratic, has no sirpnificance, in as mech as the line decided upon prior to 
the principal action shold resolve the problen, 

In one of the miunbers of "Rasserna Cormmmista,” the author of these lines published 
an article on the "Democratic Frinciple," 

I}-Consideration of the application in the State, the Union orpanization and the 
Politi cal organization, in their develovrent, the proof that for us, such a princi~ 
ple has no consistency. In a circunstence where one is perhaps able to speak only 
of a mechanisn of arithmetic and mejority democracy, is useful, for the given ore 
ganization in a civen historic situation, to introduce or not to introdnce. 

In MarsisS thought is continued the criticism of the pompous illusion of najoraty 
rile to which the right road is named aiways by the totel number voting; in Wrich 
Gach individual is supposed to be as inportant end influential as the next, ‘the 
Narxist critique of the criterion of the i.jority, rejects i5 as an illusion, not 
omiy in the monumental fraud of the bourreois parlianent-ry State, but as well for 
the functioning of the revolutionary state, ite proletsrian economic orranisus, 
anil the revolutionary party, But cautionine the eventuality of the necessity to 
aoply this wechanisn in case of the feilure of better orranizational arreencnt. 
Nobody, however, recognizes more than we harxists, the importence of the fimetion 
of orm: nized wincrities, and the «beolutc necessity on the other hand in the «hese 
of revolutionary struccle, tht the corty onl the clhss who lead the action rmst 
be uncer the strict direction of the leadershiy of its organization and the resul- 
tent, most solid discipline. 

The fact of mr future liberation fro. 2ll the appearances of equality and denocracy 
is not depencent by any mcans on us, in order to erect 2. new stendord which should 
be the necation of the formalist, uetarphysical democretiec presumption. Ve have 
analyzed this subject in the first part of or article on the national question . 
with recard to the method to use for the perspectives of the creat problems of 
Cortunisme 

In practice, the orranizstional wechanism end the rule of internnl functioning of 
commnist parties is en intemecinry line, between absolute centralism and absolute 
dex.ocracy, This resultec, as well, from the expression of "derocretic centr«lisn," 
which we find acain in the literature of the Internationel. Thet which comrade 
Troteky sfarely called it in characterizing the bie Ciscussions among: the Russian 
Conrecese 

‘Te wish to say immediately we do not have any confidence in the power to dere mt go- 
witions of revolutionary proble:s on the tricitional .nd abstract principles of 
"iiberty and “authority”, Neither are we satisfied by on expedient vnich hes con= 
fidence to give us an answer br a sort of nelemre of the two aforementioned ters, 
Whe cormmunist position, in the problems of orcanivetion enc Ciscipline imat, in oar 
opinion, be much more conplete, wore stisfyine, more orif inal, Im orecer to indi- 
cate in a synthesis, (for clarification: we are apninst federalist antonomy, and 
accept the term, centralisn for the syntheris, sna unity in opposition tc the Liber~ 
al and accidental association of forces arising from the most diverse anc 
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independent motives, we preferred lone, ako, the expresrion," organic centrelisne" 
A devclopuent moro casplote than that labt conclushomy "Cemocratic centraliam, 

"Je have found more correctly still that in the analyses contained in this study, 
Which répresents sone initial premiscs, will very probably be in the texts which 
are to be diseusscd st the 5th Concress of the International, . The problem is 
Considered in part, in the theses om tactics for the 4th Concress of: the Coles 
which has been reoublishes recently in 'Steto Operation," 
It will now be necessary to refer %> soc historic clenents which are necessary 
to take into account in order to avoid a toc simple sclution of the problems those 
who, at each ionent, wish a vote be taken to establish najority rule, and the _ 
others who wish, by contrast, to rive each tinc authority to the central and sup= | 
rome leadership. The point in question is to determine how one umst arrive by 4 
roal end dialectic road, to an effective resolution. of cilenmas sone tice peinful 
to those arising from problems of a disciplinary character. 
Let us return to the history of the traditional Socialist karties of the 2nd In- 
ternational, These partics, throurh the voice of cprortunistewho in tekine the 
leadership, take refuce in the shadow of the principles of bourreois Cerocracy 
and autonomy of local organs. But thet does not prevent. uncer cover of discip . 
plireof the majority, discipline to the chiefs, used arminst the croups of the 
left reacting to the oppportunist anc revisionist currents, Better vet, Kee Cite 
Cipaine foreshadows the fundariente.1 expedient by which these rarties anquit Sheu» 
Selves, above all, fraa the opeonirs of VJorid Var I, in the function - !n ee 
they degencrate ~ of instrwients for the ineoloriesl anc polities] mobilization 
of the working class by the bourrcosie. .. veritable dictatorship of tue richt is 
then enforced, against which the revolution: ries sherzly struprle, not becense 

the ficanent principles of the intern: wenwocrecy of the perty is being violated 
or for strarcle arainst the eriteris sf the concentretion of the party of the 
Class =~ thit, by contrast the left iorxists ce.znl - but because in the ccncrete 
reality, it imst oppoee itself effectively to the anti- proletarian anc anti~ re= 
volntionary.s 
Onc is fully justified, in these porties to buile opposition factions to the lead~ 
ing groups, ¢2 concuct ac inst the. pitiless criticise, in order to arrive fin- 
ally at a ccparation and a split, which wikl permit the founding of a real ccr- 
minist starter. , 
It is therefore evident that the criteria of ciscipline, in the civen situation, 
usel by the counter-revolutionarics serves to shackle the development thich leads 
to the formation of a truc class prrt:. 
The most clorious example, of how it is necessary to uncerstand to concerm the 
deagocie¢ influence of sophisis, to us, is justly civen by Lenin which he attacked 
& hundred times as disruptive, violating of duties towarc the portyg bat tho pum 
sue. his path unpertuxbed, and predictec the deiand of sound Marxist criteric, of 
organic centrelization of the State and the Farty of the revolution. By. contrast, 
the niost horrible exauple of formalist anc bureaucratic ciscipline is given us by 
the vote thet Karl Leibknecht himself considered obliced to cive, due. 4, 1914, 
for war crecitss, , 
It is then certain that at a giten moment anc in a situetion to ceeur and pe rhape 
reoccur should be best studier in its own tine, the rcvoluticnary orientation | 
manifests itesaf by the rupture of the “<iscipline and the bureaucracy of tho rre= 

existing organization. 
It is not otherwise in the midst of union orpanizations, whereof many are arnin, 
txay led by counter-revolutionary gronosy Here, as weld, the leading elements are 
very tencer toward bourgeois Cenocracy and liberty anid rance themselves aloncsice 
those who reoodll with horreg at the caainist theseer on force and the revolutionary 
dicuntorsh ipeses thet does not orevent the ccraunist-, struccline in. the uicst of 
@ogn orcanieus, fron  oGheiunatiy acnouncing the dict’ torisl prowecure ov the 
boerpesnoracy, and the concrete uethod t: attempt to overthrow it ocnsicts in the 
dicaaud for meetings end the applic: tion, in the voting, of a Cenocratic practices 
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That is not to say that we mst take refwre in a dogmatic belief in statutory 
Agnocracy, It 1s not excluded that in seme civen situations, it may be necesecry 
to take the direction of sinilar orrenisis by a coup de force, The puide which 
we rely m is our revolutionary ain, Never, for us, any formal anc constant ree 
spect towarlis the officially investec leadership, nor a> we consider as an in: 
dispensable accomplishuent, all the formalities of elective consmttstion, We ree 
peat that mur solution imst be found in a rethod totally different aad surcr tor, 
The problem becomes imch more difficult and more dciicate when we poses to the en 
aaination of the internal life of the portics of the Cormunist Tuternsationale. 2 
histcric process we separate from the situation which, in the aie lute xgnational 
sugrests the constitution of fractions which beiuc parties within a party, de 
tersiinec the systematic repture of discipline in order thet we co forvard toward 
@ fruitful split with revolutionary consequences. 
Our opinion on this problem is that one is not able to resolve the question cf 
organiantion aml discipline within the cormmnist riovement, without remaining in 
strict lisson with the questions of theory, prorran ond tactics. 
Let us constract in or ninds an ideal type of revolutionery porty - a coal that 
we wish to attain ~ and attempt tc trace the intemal construction and way of 
life of this porty. ‘je easily arrive at the cenclusion thet in such a terty, the 
competition of factions anc disagreement of the lower orrens with the directives 
of the central orcan is inadmissable. PBut if we apply “sic et simpliciter" these 
contlusions to the life of mr perties and our Iintemetional, we will never vee 
soive thai, Certainly not, becausé such an intecrsl application, fom us, is no 
highly ‘esirable, for in practice, ve by no mecns come tc a similar anplication. 
lore then the exception, the facts euiding us, t> be reccenized as the mie, is 
the division of the camwmnist parties into fcotions, anc Civerrences, be ceninc 
Souetines conflicts betwecn these cortics enc the Internationsl, 
Unfortunnte)y, the solution is not sc sas, : 
It imet be recscnized that the International is not functioninc as a united world 
communist jarty. It is on the way to aceuilish this reeult, vithout dmbt, anc 
has wale cigentic steps in eonparison t. the clc Internetional. But, for us, to 
assure that it proceeds effectively in the cesire: Cirection, the objective of 
cur @imanist activity, we imet hove confidence in the revointionery capacity of © 
my clorisns world arentzetion to continue workince while basing itself cn the 
control and the rational evaluation of all that arisce in the rank - anc- file 
includinsg political positions, 
One e@lininates some false aspects of the sroblem when one considers the naxinun 
and perfect discipline, as sprincinc frome universe assent. This, in orler to. 
fink the criticsl soiution of all the trobleus of the moverent, not as a result, 
nov as an infeliibie i*ans to use blincly. Omiy this end no nore, the Interna 
tional is the world cormunist perty ani should be civen the fidelity to that which 
ewanitec fram the centro1 orrenisns., 
We must remnernber, in order to beriu ur anclysis of the question, that the come 
ruanist pertics are orgpaniaas of & voluntary achesion, That is a fect Inncrent 
in tie historic neture of parties anc by no meens the recognition of any rrincicle 
oy rettsim whatacever, The fact is thet we ave net able te compel anvhboty to take 
out Our menbership card. le are well able to establish rules of internal dtscia 
phdine, Back of our adherents is not in the sene$ frec to quit us when Ao psddsoves 
oplortuns. We do not wish te say if this is desirable or not, thet theese tnt. 
ters are thas: the fact is that these rtters ere what thor ars enl there is no 
any means to change theme Tu consequences, re ore able to adopt the forsmia, 
coptein’y rich enouch in advantages, of absciutc ohecternce in the cxcoutton cf 
direstives fra. ths sumuives 
S contral lerdership give, anc are not the point of Ceparture, 


fae Girectives of the 
tut the csenls of tae funesion cf the HOTGES sab understecd as a codaentivity, dhis 
i8 not Suid in the foohishly denscretic onc juriciccl sense, tut in the werk ome 
nigsords sense. 


§ 


"Je do not defac it in stating the "ricnt" of the masses of communists tc elabor-~ 
ate the directives to which the masses cnc the leadership rust adherc. ‘We vor iiy. 
prove, ostablish undeniably, thet in thee ters, is presented the formation o? 

@ party of the class. On these preiiises wc imst pose the analysis cf the job: 
leme 

In this we clarify the scheme of conclusions to which we hold. We rejecow mochant- 
tal discipline rood for the cxecution of commande ond the moods of the supertors,s 
There is an ensemble of directives end di:positions = corrosponding to the real 
ain of the movement ~- which fuareantges the mxinum of discipline. That isto say, 
the united action of the whole orcanism, in such conse, that what there is of other 
dircetives civen by the center permits of discipline anc organizational solidarity. 
The point in question then is to trace the tasks of the leading orcans. Who 
Bhoule do it? The whole party imsts the whole orcanizations not in the banal ant 
perlianentary sense of the richt to be consulted on the mandate, to ecnfer wi th 
ths clective chicfs, and on the linits of this last, but in the dialectic sensc, 
which views the tradition, the preparation, the real contimuity of the theucht 

am action of the movement. trecisely beceuse we are enti~ democratic we think 
that on this question, a rinority nicht have vision corresponding; more to the in~ 
terests of the revolutionary process than thet of the mejority. Certainly, this 
seldom happens. In the case in which is presented the overthrow of discipline, 

in the manner verified in the old International, is extremely frave. It is dese 
ireable that it docs not arise within our ranks. But vi thout thinking of extreme 
cases, in other situations less criticel, less aryravating, the contribution of 
groups is useful aml indispensable in orcer te make more precise, the Girectives 
ori¢inating frem the central leadership. 

In brief, here it is the base of the study of the quest jon which rmst be handled 
in taking account of the veritable historic nature of the party of the clase; the 
organism which is the expression of the unification towerc one centrel ain and 
cormion to all the particular strurcles erisine on the sociel terrain; an orranism 
which is cmractcrized by the voluntory n-vture of adhe rence, 

We swiup thus, cur thesis and belicf to be ficelity to the Marxian dialect ics 

the action that the iperty cevelogs and its tectics, i.c,, the manner by which the | 
party acts extcrnally, have, in their turn, consccuentcs for its interual orrani- 
gation anc constitution. Thet which, in ths naue of a loose diseipiiac, protends 
to encace ths perty in whatsocver an action, a tact te, &® strateric mancurer, ts 
understand without Llisits vell defines, known by the ensemble of the militants, 
fatally compromises the partz., 

6 id arrive at the desirable maxinum of unit ty ona of solid discipline cniy if 
we henudle the problem o this piatformm and not with the pret ension tiet is rescived 
br &@ baral rule of mechanical obedience, 


imadeo Bordira (Mar, 1924} 
Transletca fron the French, by 
Dosen ¢ Larch, fe4ao, from Mme 
Rewehn 2954, MRalexn® . Gomiunist 
internasion alisé Paps oe hoa 
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“ Appects of ‘the Russian Question | 


"State Capitalists" will obvimsly not withstand crificisn, Tae bureancracy has 
neither stocks nor bonds. It is recruited} supplemented ond renewed in the manner 
of an adiiinistrative heirarchy, independently of any special property relations of 
its own. The individual bureaucrat cannot transmit +> his heirs his richts in the 
exploitation of the Stete apparatus, The bureaucracy enjoys its privileres under 
the form of an abuse x power, It conceals its income; it pretends that as a spa 
Cial social croup it does not even exist. Its appropriation of a vast share of 

the national income-has the charactor of social parasitism, All this makes the 
position of .the commanding Soviet stratun in the hichest derrcee contradictory, equis 
vocal am undignified, notwithstanding the completeness of its pover and the stoke 
Sercen of flattery that @necals it", The Revolution Betrayed, 1937. 


Len Trotsky wrote, "The attempt to ieee oi the Soviet bureaucracy as a class of 


In every sense of: the word, Trotsky is proven wrone by the facts, 
The" bursaucracy" has stocks and bonis, 


is the oner “og State bonds in the Unitec States, the aners of state ‘Donds in 


Russia rece ive their profit through the State. In Russie, their profit is in the 
form of Interest at 5%, , e 


This. represents profit in payrent for the use of vital. This is exploitation of 
wage labor. in the most finished forn, throurh State capital. ae 

The bourgeois. right of inheritinc property is part of "Soviet lawe “The state ap ie 
talist.has the richt to bequeath to heirs his shere of state bondse Thus, he who 
orms'honas posseses the richt of exploitation of the workers throuch the State. 


In adtition, the position of the. 2uss isn ruling class inside the. State apparatus 
from which, it receives "salarics't of acninistr:.tion is © veiled form of extracting 
surflus value from the exploitation of labor. In industry «nd on the l-nd the roe 
lations in production are revenled by the relationship of the classes. to the Stete — 
property (means of production). ‘Throuch its successful countor-revolution, thc. 
Russian State capitalists have liquidated the workers State power and established ~ 
‘its avn power, the power of a State Capitalist class. This class. through its Bends, 
16. 5% interest for the use of its capitel by its on State, and the "salhric stt 

for dircet exploitation by its State throuch its Stateficd Industry and agriculture, 
constitute its relation to production and the basis of its class crivileces, such 
@ % superior food, clothing, housing, e@ncation, maids, butlers, chauffeurs, yachte 
State capitalism in Russia shows its face throuch covermment burceus (iec., the trade 
“wmions, factar z managers, "sovicts', IeKeVeDe security police, forced labor compe )s 
/the trade unions, as me of the serrients of the State, as the trade unions in ‘ese 
Peern oopitalisu, are a labor front of the Russian state for increasing production 
ata rete (in concurrence with the laws of uiotion of the capitalist economy) fer 
‘Utstripping the level 2f life of the LIABEE Se» 


‘On the Jani, as in industry the coverning trineiple is thet which is stated in the 
/Rascian constitution, "From éach according to his ability, to cach arcordine te 

4B MMs work". in abomination Of ignin's analvsis cf the lowest stage of conrainlem,-mme 
Boneistine in the Gistettution of the ertielcs of consumption" according to work 

@ erformed" (and not accordine to need), isnin, "State ond Revolution, int’) 
Piublishors, 1982, %. 7%. an abomination because there is no evidence cf 
@ ensucy to cqualizce or to abolish the waces system in Ruseita, 


ane 
Sid by 


On ths contrary, the 


a 


rise of a nev Canitalist class has revived the nost varied, contrasting ware dirt. 
erentials as preat as in Wester Casitalten, The peasantry still emicts as a class 
ard is permitted shares in the Collective farms, These collectives are like capi- 
talist corporations in thats the petiy-bourcenis sharcholeer in ths collective, 
receives a roturn om his sharcs in proportion to the amount invested, Whise the 
Russian legal code, forbiis hin to hire labor, his stite bonds pay interest ot oF 
the exploitation of the inductrial worker in the Citye In adaition, this pe thy 
burecoisic has investuents in savines banks and can hand down theiy iwoperty to 
heirs, he directors of the farn colieetives stand in the relation of a poard of 
Girectars (State Capitalists) to this petty bourceoise 


The nationalized pmovorty of the October Revolution is liquidated. In its stead 
is property state owned and administered by a State cacitelist class, for which 
there is no other term thon the classic Larxist term, Stete Capitalism. 


The key to understanding the process by which the workers lost Statc power in 
Russia, and thus their control over the econcimy Was providec by. Lenine For cxan- 
tic, on the New Beononic frolicy he wrote, "Frecdon of exchange means freecon for 
Capitalism --- a new form of capitrlism = I¢ is state cazitalism, But State cade 
talisn in a society. in. ¢hich power belonss to capital and state eapitalisn in a 
proletarian state are toc differcnt conceptse In 4 capitalist stste, state ce. pi- 
t-lism is recorenized by the state aad is controlled by it for the. benefit of the 
bourceoisie and in opposition to the interests of the proleteriet. In the prcle. 
tarian stato, the sane thine is done for the benefit of the working class". 
wey Lenin, "Selected Yorks, Vol. IX 
"The Tactics cf tho RC.F. at 3rd 
Congress of C.I., July 5, 1921, P.238, 


In addition, he stated, "State ef. olialisii in the form thet we have it here is not 
dealt with in any theory, or in an: literature, for the sinple reason that all the 
usual concepts connected with this tem are associated with the bourreois state in 
Capitalist socicty. The concrete farm st.te capitalism took in Russia at thet 
tine was settinre up of "seventcen colganies vith a combined capital anountinge to 
Many isillions ~ we have formed colipanies jointly with Russian anc ‘frre ign Caritele 

ists’, Lenin, Selected ‘Yorks, Vol. IX, F.C report of ° ; 
: C.C, t> llth RCP Concress, Mer. 27, 1922, ke 339 
Further, "The sinplest case = of how the Soviet covernnent ~ implants st-te ceplk 
talism in concessions" ~ "the cooperatives are also 2 for of state capitalism, tat 
icss simple", 4 third forts "The state enlists the capitalist as a merchmt an 
bays hin a definite commission on the Sale of state goods an@ on the rurchaes of 
the produce of the small procucer, +. fourth form: the state leases tc the capitate 
ist entre >reneur establishients, hunting and fishing territories, forest scoulone, 
land, etc, which belong to the state, the lease being very similar to a concession 
acreena ttt, Lenin, Selected works, Vol, IX- "the Food Tax, 

april 21, Io2I, PP. 182, 185. : 


It is clear that we have in the above passares a lucid description of the opcra- 
tions of the State in the sphere of enpivel investuent, both, in the present tronde 
So state capitalism in the westem c-pitalist stetes, ss well as that of Russiag 


Only those whose political thinkine belone in a cmgeun of ancient antiques cen feil 
to sec that the destruction o& workers? cantrol over the neans of procuctions thc 
trinsformation of the trade unions ints stote inetruncnts for the exploitation af 
tae workers; the substituticn by foctory namwrers of rank anl file sha: CsLecatsss 
the tecasfornation of the seviets inte rubber stanos for the heurreois measures of 
te Racsian estates the erection of 2 military officers SOrpe With Bank, and medals 
Comeniin>: obeisanee from the private, the sceret police; piece-worg Vaces om a 


ynomis in sex and narriege gintlar to the 
Catsnolic chureh; the forced Jabor camps; reactionary Gecrecs on at, TNSIC, BSlw *, 
ence; simnifics that In fhe relationsof production, as well as 2: the supom. 
evructure (culture, morality, religion) the State capite.ism of the workars* state 
thot Lenin spoke of has evolved throvurh a cerics of Unters] convalstous into the 
State cacgitalism of the bourpecis state, - ‘ ee 


national scales the reestablictnent of 


It is obvious that on this fundamentel problen of revolutionary Marxism, Trotsky~ 
ism collapses. ‘Ye mourn Trotsky, bat we do not mearn the coath of the fiction 
that Trotskyism is the continmation of Leninisn, = 


That section of Trotskyism which ‘adits thut Russia is not a workers’ state and 
will not defend it, nevertheless has not broken ‘he strings attrckine it to the 
false line of Trotsky. By dinsistince on aniiyzing ond choracterizing the present 
Russian system as bureaucratic coliectivism, it reveals that it considers as 

as Trotsky did, and this is the heart of the question, that State anership of the 
hesns of production is impossible under ec.uitelisn. Therefore, they, alone with 
the ‘orthodox’ Trotskyists fall into the trar of savocating state ownership of — 
Communications, transportation ete. under ca Jitelisn, 2s a propressive step. This 


leads them to fori, a eauion front with Bourreois liberalism, (end when is liberal 
ism not bourccois?). 


Tac characterization of the present trend in wrla econory as stote cacsitalism, of 


Whieh Russia is part is an aprelation Qicnified in the best tradition of Marxist 
thoueks : 


JAE de 
These arcg~ Mark, Volol, of "Cap ite". 
Enceis, "ntieDuhrinet 
Bukharin, "BC of Conimnisnit., 


Merx understood. thet the strurrle 91f ca itel to enforce its property richts, at 

a Certain stace, reaches the st-te level. Ee wrote, "In former tines, carital 
‘Metowted to lerislntion, whenever necessary, to enforce its proprietary ri¢hts 
over the free laborer. For instence, corn t9 N815, the emigration of mechanics 
employed in machine mokine we8, in Enclend, forbidden, under erievous pains and 
penalticstt, Karl Marx - Yol I - "cecital" «Fr, 628 

Further, he wrote, "In consequence of the civil ver in the United States and 

tho accoupanying cotton fenine, the majority cf the cottcn operatives in Lancashire 
were, &@8 is well knovm, thrown out of work. Both fron the working-class itscif, ° 
and from other ranks of society, there arose a Cry for State Aideremmme, IBID —P.629 


We come now to a consideration. of the aspect concerning Russian expansion. In. 
perialism is the hichest stare. of capitalism  Stete expitalism is the highest 
Btoce of Imperialien, Ienin’s Concert of Inperialism os written in ® Inperialisn, 
the Hichest Stage of Capitalisi’ is applicable to Russia, Ry ssia imports and ex 
ports: capital,’ Jae 

For oxainpiee-> Foland received 450,000,000 in credits from Russia, in a'tresty 

| €noonpassing G1,000,000,000 dollars. in reciprocal exehance, in Jamcry 1048, 

p Entire. econonics are monopolized. by Russian capital, It sims to be the main 
(pital oxporter to its spheres of infiuence, or it mmst ¢ive way in the conretie 
P tion with rival epitcl cxporters. Russiainst offer in its sphercs of ing uence 
4 Machinery; sparts dud reflscements or be aefcatec in the dee rote econonic ‘cons 
flict with the U.S. for the world aciteal foods market. ies 

| Under Lonin and the Bolsheviks, annexctions, secret treaties, indermitics wore 
B Penounes, Thoy decsarede "Let ug iuacine what would Rappen if the workers Sove 
Biets of Great imss te wre to att 
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-. force her state capitalist rule in order to produce the capital goods on which 
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the whole of a1 proletarian Hovena ts and the fall of the Revolution", . 
; fhe Boe 

Whe.t Lenin and the Bolsheviks imacined has,eom to pass. 
The Russian State under Stalin expands by export of capital, military conquests, 
lend crabbing and proparanda pressurée It builds nixed capitalist corporations 
thruoat Europe ieée, with Russian state bank representatives and native boards of 
‘directors, Russia employs her militery oecuvation ma communist parties to rcen- 


depend her imperialist position. 

The revival of revolut ionary conrmmnism om an international scale demnds an under~ 
Stand of all the essential aspects of the Russian question. The prinecples flove 
inc from that understanding will eventually unite all revelutionary elements of 
Society on. the platforia of revolutionary corrmnisme . i. 
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